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 Though I am not a jealous person,  I always find myself being envious of those who have made a career 

out of playing the game of golf. The ability to hit a ball hundreds of yards away with some great measure of 

accuracy is by far a skill that must be developed and honed to such a degree of sharpness that just waking up 

and grabbing a driver out of a bag or off the rack and hitting the ball for the first time will not provide any level 

of success. This skill is perfected by months of practice and is toned each and every time the golfer takes to the 

course to play a round. 

 Many golfers of today are the products of early age preparation by an adult who loved the game. Not 

everyone has an Earl Woods for a father, but all have fathers or some other individual that became the mentor 

they used in the development of their game. So, what is this phenomenon that has so encompassed the world 

that it is the subject of countless books, plots of many movies, and tournaments giving out millions of dollars in 

prize money that continues to grow to a nearly $70 billion industry of today.  

 To understand this love, we must start at the beginning in 1764 in the 15th century with its origin roots at 

the Old Course at St. Andrews in Scotland. This is where history says the first 18-hole round of golf was 

played. But to truly understand our fascination with this game that can be at times so aggravating, mind 

numbing, and humbling from one hole to the next and from one shot to the next, you must review and watch the 

history of golf video as described by the late comedian Robin Williams. His descriptions and depictions of the 

game are timeless and are worth the four minutes out of anyone’s life of viewing by each person who desires to 

learn to play the game and to understand why we all that enjoy the game love it so. This viewing should not be a 

one-time affair, but rather, it should be viewed at least once a year in the whole career of any golfer especially 

when they feel the impacts of the game as it plays itself on one’s mind during a round. 

 Though we all should try to live a life without any regrets, I must confess I do have at least three. First, I 

should have enlisted into the military and served my country after graduating from high school. Though it 

would not have been supported by my father I feel, a WWII veteran, I could feel a sense of worth within myself 

now in my later years. Second, I regret I was not smart enough to make the score that would have allowed me to 

attend law school. Of everything I can remember I did and wanted to achieve, it was attending and learning the 

law at an appreciate school. How much more respect would I feel for myself now. Finally, and this, really, I had 

no control over, I wish my high school when I attended, had had an established golf team. This is so I could 

have learned the elegance of the game at a much earlier age. 

 During these uncertain and confusing times, we all need some measure of escape. Imagine if you will 

having a career where you visit some of the most beautiful locations of the world with their glamorous vistas 



and play a round of golf. Torrey Pines, Pebble Beach, Augusta National, St. Andrews, Kapalua, The Phoenix 

Open, Laucala-Fiji, Broadmoor, Bunyan Tree, Abaco Club, Terre Blanche Provence Côte d`Azur, Francourt 

George, La Manga, The Lodge, and many, many more. What an office setting. As the comedian Bill Burr 

relates, it beats the life ending essence of working in any office cubicle setting.  

 The average cost of playing a round of golf on the more attainable courses is estimated to be around 

$36.00 which includes a cart. Comparing this cost to playing a round on a more pristine and elite level course 

such as Pebble Beach, you look at $350 for one round but it does not include the caddy that is required and then 

having the mandatory one-night stay at the Inn at Spanish Bay. Your total can now be well over $3,000 for just 

one round. So, given all the lock downs, mandatory masking, school closures, vaccine and booster shot 

requirements in order to work, how much of a price tag are you willing to place on your sanity.  

  


